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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to tlie amendments filed on 09/28/2006 in which 
applicant amends claims 1, 4, 8. 13, 16, 25, 27, 30, 33, 42, 45, 49 and 52 and responds 
to claim rejections. Claims 1-52 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-12, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Applicant claims in steps (b) and (c) of claim 
1 that the player selected symbol Is to be associated with one of a predefined symbol 
and vice versa, however steps (g) and (h) claim a determination of whether or not the 
player selected symbol is associated with one of a predefined symbol and vice versa. 
These steps seem to be contradictory and fail to claim the applicant's invention since 
effectively the selected symbols are already associated with the predefined symbols 
from step (b) and (c). The same issues are found in independent claims 4, 8, 49 and 
their dependent claims are rejected on the same basis. 

Claims 25-29, 4242, 43, 45-48 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Applicant claims in step (e) of 
claim 25 that the generated set of symbols is modified by: associating each one of the 
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player selected symbols with a different one of said predefined symbols, associating 
each of the predefined symbols with a different one of said player selected symbols, 
and for each symbol In the set which is associated with another one of said symbols, 
replacing said symbol in the set with its respective associated symbol. It is unclear 
which symbol (the player selected symbol or the predefined symbol) is to replace the 
generated set of symbols. Furthermore, applicant claims it is replaced by its respective 
associated symbol, however the examiner is unable to detemiine in which manner or 
which symbol is to be associated with the generated set of symbols since steps (i) and 
(il) of (e) only associate the player selected symbols with the predefined symbols and 
there is no relation or association to the generated set of symbols. The same issues 
are found in independent claims 27, 42, 45, 52 and their dependent claims are rejected 
on the same basis. 

Claims 1 - 24, 27-41, 44-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Muir (WO 98/35309) in view of Luciano, Jr (US 6,824,465). 

Claims 1,13, and 30: Muir discloses a primary wagering game operable upon a 
wager (Muir page 5:30 - 33), a plurality of player selectable symbols, a plurality of 
predefined game symbols, a display device the displays the player selectable keno 
numbers (Muir page 25:17 - 29). The game tenninals also have a CPU that is in 
communication with the display (Muir page 9:3 - 5). Muir also discloses the use of 
randomly generated seeds that are used in order to generate random outcomes for the 
game terminals. The server generates a random number seed for each game before 
the game starts. The seed is generated and is combined with a seed index, encrypted 
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and sent to the console where it is stored at or prior to the start of the game play. Muir 
also discloses that the game console unit utilizes a seed buffer that is able to store a 
plurality of seeds, thus is able to store at least one seed set (Muir 17:29 - 18:1 1). These 
generated seeds are then used to generate game outcomes, wherein the outcome may 
be generated by a smartcard or a server (Muir 32:1 - 4). Muir also discloses the 
process in which the server generates multiple seeds that are used in determining 
multiple game outcomes (Muir 33:3 - 34:26). Muir also anticipates the bi-directional 
mapping of player-selected symbols with the predefined symbols. This is shown in the 
comparison and scoring of the keno game that detennines if a player selected the 
correct numbers according to the game outcome (Muir 25:1 7 - 29). Muir discloses that 
the keno symbols are selectable by a player and the player selectable symbols are then 
compared to the game selected outcome symbols. Further more regarding the 
association of the at least one of the player selected symbols with one of the plurality of 
predefined symbols, the examiner interprets this feature as an inherent feature in all 
keno games wherein players are able to select from a plurality of predefined game 
symbols. The player selected symbols would inherently be required to associate with 
the plurality of predefined symbols (the entire matrix of symbols) and vice versa. 
Regarding the steps of detennining the association of the predefined symbols with the 
player selected symbols, the previous step of associating the symbols with one another 
would make the determination step moot in that they are already deemed to be 
associated with one another. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill to provide a 
keno game that displays to the user the symbols after being selected as modified, 
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changed or marked in such a manner that the player is aware of the symbols previously 
selected, thus preventing the player from inadvertently selecting duplicate symbols, as 
well as to present to the player the game selected symbols in a modified or contrasting 
manner so the player can thus determine the randomly generated keno symbols. 
However, Muir does not specifically disclose the details of the graphical presentation of 
a keno game and the player selectable keno symbols. Luciano, Jr (hereafter Luciano) 
discloses an interactive keno system that allows the player to select the keno symbols 
that they want to wager on. When selected, the keno symbols or numbers are modified 
with a "check mark" overlaid on top of the symbol (Luciano 9:22 - 26). Luciano also 
discloses that the game selected symbols are also modified. The game symbols are 
modified by a means of shading markings (Luciano 9:55 - 60). These modified or 
marked symbols as well as keno symbols that are unmodified in any way are presented 
to the player (Luciano FIGS 3 - 5). 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Muir in view of 
Luciano to provide a keno game that changes or marks the player selected keno 
symbols and the game selected keno symbols. This would allow the player to realize 
what symbols they selected and to see if the game selected symbols match theirs or 
not. 

Claims 2, 14 and 31 : Muir discloses the process in which the server generates 
multiple seeds that are transmitted to the game console which are used in determining 
the game outcomes (Muir 33:3 - 34:26). 
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Claims 3, 15, 32 and 44: Mulr discloses that the player selectable symbols are 
numbers in a keno game (Mulr 25: 1 7 - 29). 

Claims 4, 8, 16, 20, 27, 33, 37, 45, and 49 - 51 : The discussion of IVIuir in view 
of Luciano Is incorporated herein. Mulr discloses game outcome seeds that represent 
different game outcomes (Muir page 3:23 - 32). l\^uir states "a set of random numbers 
sufficient to generate one or more entire game outcomes, or a random number see from 
which outcome information relating to a sequence of future games to be played on the 
console is generated by operation of a pseudo-random number algorithm." (Muir page 
3:23 - 29). Thus Muir discloses a seed set. Mulr aisp discloses that the server is 
capable of preventing select seeds from being use in a game by detecting the seed 
index number of the seed (Mulr page 34:3 - 10). This prevents cheating where a 
random seed is reused. 

Claims 5, 9, 17, 21, 28, 34, 39 and 46: Muir discloses that the seeds belonging 
to a seed set are "random number seeds sent frpm a server" (Muir page 34:3 - 5). 
Since the plurality of seeds are random, one of ordinary skill in the art would assume 
that a seed set may contain a plurality of each game outcome seed. Because the 
seeds are randomly generated, duplicate seed can be produced, thus leading to a 
plurality of each game outcome seed. 

Claims 6, 10, 18, 22, 29, 35, 39 and 47: Muir states "a set of random numbers 
sufficient to generate one or more entire game outcomes, or a random number see from 
which outcome information relating to a sequence of future games to be played on the 
console Is gienerated by operation of a pseudo-random number algorithm." (Muir page 
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3:23 - 29). Thus Muir discloses at least one seed set. Muir further discloses a plurality 
of seeds that are sent to the console and a smartcard. These grouping of seeds at any 
given time represent a seed set. Muir discloses that the seeds may have a limiting 
lifecycle. For example, the seeds might expire after 1 hour or so. This prevents 
cheating and other malicious attacks on the system. After the seeds timeout, the server 
will update the console or smart card's seed set, thus providing a second and different 
seed set than the first set that expired (Muir page 33:12 - 34:2), 

Claims 7, 12, 19, 24, 36, 40 and 48: Muir discloses that the "said symbols are 
numbers in a keno game" (Muir Page 25:17 - 29). Bb 

Claims 11 , 23 and 41 : Muir discloses that the a central controller such as a 
server is able to select or transmit a plurality of game outcome seeds selected from a 
set to a plurality of game terminals or consoles (Muir FIGS 1-10, page 33:3 - 34:2). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 09/28/20006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant alleges the combination of Muir in view of Luciano Jr. (Luciano) is 
improper because Luciano is said to be teaching away from Muir in that it enables 
players to stop the keno game prior to each game selected symbol being picked. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. The rejection has not relied on such teachings of 
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. Luciano for tlie combination, but rather the teachings of symbol marking and indication 
to the player. 

Applicant argues that claim 1 and similar claims are patentably different from the 
prior art in that their modification is not the modification made in the manner disclosed 
by the prior art. The examiner agrees, however modification as broadly interpreted 
does read on the teachings of the prior art. Furthermore, the argument is drawn 
towards removed subject mater and is not pertinent to the instant set of claims. 

Applicant alleges that the newly amended subject mater of association of the 
player selected symbols with predefined symbols and vice versa is not disclosed by the 
prior art. The examiner respectfully disagrees and argues that such association would 
be inherent to such games as keno wherein there is a set of predefined symbols and 
players select from the set and the one of player selected predefined symbols is 
associated with one of the set of predefined symbols. 

Applicant alleges the prior art fails to disclose bidirectional mapping. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. The examiner believes the definition as defined by 
applicant is still covered by the prior art. The examiner believes that it be an inherent 
feature of the game of keno to associate a player selected symbol with that of the 
predefined symbol (usually 1-80, in the embodiment of Muir). The examiner interprets 
the predefined symbol as any one of the 1-80 selectable symbols of Muir's Keno 
embodiment. The player selected number and that on the board must be associated 
with one another and the game progresses from thereon. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth In 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final actlori and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dat T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2178. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Dat Nguyen 




Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



